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Abstract
Fatwa Councils in Tarim: Origin and Current Practice

This study examines the Fatwa Councils in the city of Tarim, Hadramout, as a
distinguished model of collective fatwa within the Shafi'i school of Islamic
jurisprudence. It aims to explore their historical origins, stages of development,
operational mechanisms, scientific structure, and their role in serving society and
ensuring the stability of religious verdicts. The study also seeks to document this
scholarly experience and highlight its significance in the history of institutional
fatwa.

The research adopts the historical approach to trace the establishment and
development of the Fatwa Councils, the descriptive-analytical approach to examine
their current practice and institutional mechanisms, and the inductive approach to
collect and analyze archival documents and related records.

The study concludes that the Fatwa Councils in Tarim represent a continuation of a
long-established scholarly tradition based on juristic consultation and collective
deliberation, and that they practically anticipated many contemporary models of
collective fatwa. It also demonstrates that these councils rely primarily on the Shafi'i
school while taking into account the objectives of Islamic law (Maqasid al-Shari ah),
verification of legal applicability (Tahqiq al-Manat), consideration of legal
consequences (Figh al-Ma'alat), and sound custom. Furthermore, the councils have
developed an institutional system for examining legal questions, drafting fatwas, and
documenting and archiving them in both paper and digital formats, thereby
preserving the juristic heritage and ensuring consistency in legal opinions.

The study recommends preserving and digitizing the archival records of the Fatwa
Councils, editing and publishing their historical documents, encouraging further
academic research on institutional fatwa, and benefiting from the Tarim experience
in developing contemporary fatwa institutions.

Keywords: Collective Fatwa, Tarim, Shafi'i Jurisprudence, Fatwa Councils,
Institutional Fatwa, Archiving.
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